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INTRODUCTION. 


————O——— 


M1 A N Is a ſocial animal. In every ſtate in 
which be is found, be is found aſſociating with 
| thoſe of bis kind. Indeed, the deſire cf Society 
is not more ſtrongly prompted by inſtinct, than it is 
diftated by neceſſity and approved by reaſon. In Soci- 
ety only can be find protection from many of the animals 
of prey, learn the arts which civilize and refine bu- 
man life, and practiſe the duties which ſtrengthen bis 
virtue and dignify bis nature. 


— 


Aer all the improvements of Society, however, 
Man is imperfef. In the moſt civilized ſtate ſome 
will always be found who would ruiher gratify their 
þaſſions, than improve their virtue, and jome who would 
rather acquire riches by fraud, than gather them by 
induſtry. Even the beſt require ſometbing external to 
check the ebulitions of paſſion, and enforce the diftates of 
Sonſcience, This has given birth to civil Government, 


[4 All 


Al] Laws ſuppoſe that Man is an agent, and that 
be is a free gent. Bythe firſt be is capable of acting. 
and by the ſecond be becomes accountable for his con- 
duct. Deſtitute of ſuch a power, and juch a freedom, 
be could not be an objet of Government, there would 
be no merit in obedience, nor blame in tranſgreſſion, 
and con/equently there could be neither rewards nor pu- 
niſhments, the framing of laws would have been vain 
and abſurd, and Governor and Subject words witbout 
meaning. Mben we are commanded to fear God and 
boner the King, that both are in cur power is plainly 


implied. 


Examining ibe different ſubſiſting Governments, in 
ol! the quarters of the Globe, the dulleſt man cannot 
fail to perceive what the moſt partial muſt be forced te 
ecknowledge, that almoſt ail of them bade trampled on 
{be-rights, and do diſregard the happineſs of the pco- 
le at large. But, if the people at large, the labouring 
Hinds the induſtrious Farmer, the uſeful Artizan, the 
irgemens. Manufatturer, \ the enterpriſing Merchant, 
and the lower, but moſt virtuous part of Land-bolders 
art the great and eſſential. purts of every State. — If they 
are the ſources of its; ſtrength, independence-und wealth; 
If in lime of war they fight its battles, and both in 
dur and peace defray, by the ſweat of their bratu, or 
ibeexertions of their genius, the expences of ts Go- 
dernmeni I,, in ſbort, they are what I mantarn them 
to be, ihe vory watals of the political body, without 
which it culd not exiſt, fur leſs thrive ; ibrir Rights 
ct gli to be-reſpeated, and their Happineſs conſulted; 
as. mucb as theje of any order of the Stair, thorgh 
Ai a crun, bonered wilh à title, or adorned 
uUHb a ſtar and gurter. 4 


But 
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- But the rights and Bap of the þe -ople are not 
the only things which may be : affected by the conſtitution 
of the Government and the manner of adniniſtering it. 
Hiſtory ſhews that the virtue of the people greatly de- 
pends on the degree of civil liberty they enjoy. Deprive 
them of the latter, and by weakening their minds, you 
not only greatly unfit and indiſpoſe, but, in many ſitu- 
ations, you abſolutely preclude them from fulfilling the 
obligations of the former. If, as was lately the caſe in 
France, the un-offending huſband-man can be dragged 
from under his own vine and fig-tree, and be thrown 
into the gloomy cells of a Baſtile, there to linger out 
a miſerable exiſtence, at the capricious will of an un- 
principled tyrant, whoſe natural cruelty and deſpotiſm, 
is often much encreaſed by the inſtigations of a Royal 
Strumpet, or Titled Profſtitute.—If, as is the caſe in 
our own” country, at the preſent moment, the honeſt 
mariner cun be torn from bis peaceful purſuits by the 
ruſſian hands of a 1 . preſs- gung, crammed be- 
tween the unhealthy decks of a receiving: ſbip, forced 
aboard a man of war, and, in a diſtant clime perhaps 
bz bereaved of bis limbs or bis life, in a caufe of which 
he is perfectly ignorant, and in the ſucceſs of which he 
Das not the ſmalleſt concern, how ſhall either the one 
or the other provide for thoſe who depend on their pre- 
ſence, and mduſtry, and life for their ſupport, and 
proſperity and happineſs. And are we not as much 
bound x, Nature and by God to provide for our virtuous 
wives, young children and aged parents as we are to 

gratify the bumours and fight the battles of crowned 
pe If to defray the expences of the many unneceſ- 
fary, long, and ruinous wars, in which the bo TIE 

vanity, the mad ambition, and their other mali 
ons engage us, the neceſſuries of life are highly — 
2 l we be 51 le pay our Juſt debts, and 
Eſcher go 12 duties of humanity? And arc we not as 
4 2 much 
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much bound by juſtice and by bumanity to pay our debts 
and ſupply the wants f the poor, as we are to pay 
tares? If men are not ſuffered to enjoy civil liberty, 
they are not ſuffered to provide for their families, to 
be just to their creditors, and to be compaſſionate and 
helpful to the Poor. By oppreſſion, they are not more 
certainly rendered miſerable, than ibey are made im- 
moral. . The ſlavery of the body paves the way to the 
ſlavery of the mind, and the ſlavery of the mind ts ut- 
terly deſtructive of all generoſity of feeling, and magna- 
nimity of conduct. 


All biſtor» ſbews, that in proportion as men bave 
been free, they have been virtuous, and that accord 
ing as the reign of Tyranny hath prevailed, ſo bath 
the dominion of Vice. In the early ages of theRoman 
Commonwealth, the People uc uld not ſuffer even their 
Kings (who generally think they may be as licentious 
as their bad bearts incline them and boaſt at the ſame 
time that they can do no ill,) to be immoral. For an 
at? thet chriſtian ſubje&s would, perbaps, reckon a ve- 
nal fault, they dethroned a King, baniſhed him and all 
brs family, and, in marked abberrence of the atrocious 
crimes Kings uere capable of committing, inſtantly 
aboliſted Monarchical Government. But in thoſe uns 
hippy cc uniries where Deſpotiſm reigns, the debauching 
a Lucretia, er cobabiting with thoſe who bad been de- 
bauched before, —cloathing them in the fineſt filks,—fur- 
niſu1ng them with the meſt ſplendid equipage, —keeping 
them in ſumpiuous palaces, —and making large prou- 
An ſor the buſtird breed of their criminal connection, 
«id thet by large ſums ſqueezed from the hard labours 
and fearty fiitence of the mnauſtrious poor, will ſcarce 
ect a Prince's cbaracfer. 


Hao 
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How very different was the character of the 
People, (every ſchool boy knows it,) in the. time of the. 
Conſuls, from what it afterwards was during the reigns 
of the deſpotic Cæſurs. During the former period, be- 
ing free, they were temperate and hardy, they, loved 
their Country and feared the Gods. During the latter 
being enſlaved, they were luxurious and effeminate, 
venal and irreligious. The leſs of virtue accompanied 
in Rome, the loſs of freedom, and the ſame cauſe will, 
in every country, produce the ſame effect, | 


But the tools and the dupes of deſpotiſm inſiſt, that 
bowever much the people may be intereſted in the con- 
ſtitution and adminiſtration of the Government, they 
are utterly uncapable either to form the one, or to direct 
or judge of the cther, but ſuch a libel againſt human na- 
ture was never uttered. What poſſibly can we ſuppoſe 
them. fit judges of, if not of thetr own affairs While 
they bave the ſenſe of feeling left muſt they not feel 
where the ſoce pinches them and where it ſits eaſy? 
During the adminiſtration of the father of the preſent 
Pit, every plan was formed with wiſdom, erecu- 
ted with vigour and crowned with ſucceſs. The conſe- 
quence was, the people loved the King, praiſed the 
Miniſter, and were pleaſed. with the Parliament. 
This ſhews that the people know when their affairs are 
well managed, and that they were as ready to applaud 
an able father, as they are now to condemn bis undgs 


ſerving ſon. 25 


When the people unite for a redreſs of grievances, 
their union is called Faction, their petitions Sedition. 
But no man nor bedy of men can juſtly be called Facti- 
ous who bave juſt grounds of complaint, noneSeditioug 
who only ſupplicate the redreſs of their wrongs. They 
only are ſuctious who unite that they may be powerfan, 

a 


ent are powerf that they may enſlave. It is a a 


Web common obſervation, without the aid of biſtery, 
wud eRabhiſÞ to the conviction of every impartial mind, 
t-Feenize-:$neſs generally prevazls moſt among. thoſe 
are the firſt to cry out againſt it. If any regard 

e derency, any love or pructice of virtue remains in. a 


em y * "> , 
4 the middling and lower claſſes of the People. 
Let us examine and ſee with our own eyes, wicther the 


former are more chaſte, more humane, more honeft and. 


more religious than the latter. According to their com- 
ge#faeroe fewneſs of number, are they more conſiſtent in 
Sher condu#, leſs apt to be ſwayed by intereſt, more 
regilarem paying their accounts, guilty of 1 
more” feldom divorced or become bankrupts. They are 
mich belred if it is ſo. But lei the appeal, in thts coun- 
&Y, 0s made to the conduct of many of them of the pre- 
fer day; in Parliament,-—to their Tradeſmen's Books. 

s #he daily accounts of Criminal Amours at watering 
Faxes. —to the biſtory of ſome of our moſt noted Actreſſes. 

be circles at Pharo.—to. the records of Dottors 


Commnony and other Courts of law, —and to many of 


nr unnatural Deaths. From theſe the deciſion 15 
- wholly in favour of the people, and yet we ure continu- 
elly dunned about the peoples licentionſneſs. The mean 

e dupe of arbitrary power, the maſt abject wretch about 
89 court, or dependent upon it, and all the vile tools 


of the Miniſtry never want this phraſe in their mouth. . 


ven ſome, wooſe dereliftion of all political principle and 
proflegacy of manners are Rotortous, are ever bawling 
out againſt thoſe who are much better than themsetves.* 
vil liberly iu their opinion ts the greateſt licentious- 
nfs. Formed without the feelings which make it ap- 
Fur grecions and desirable, or buving ſtifled them, 
Liberty is the ehhject of their avegſion Its friends, of 


(err. hatred. B ug 


Le. A 


Vide at conclufion, an tmpromptu to Thomas Pgine, ſent to the 
t Pabliſter. | ö 


MWion, Where wautd you erpect᷑ to find it? Not 
Kings, Princes, Nobles, and Courtiers, but. 
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But the People conſidered as a body, are not only. 
more virtuous, but are more enlightened, I you. 
wanted an able Lawyer, an elegant Hiſtorian, or 
an acute Philoſopher, would you ſeek bim among. 
Kings, Princes, Dukes and Lords? fruitleſs in ge- 
neral, in that caſe, would be your labours. It is the 
People who have been the authors of almoſt every thing. 
either illuminating in ſcience, or uſeful in art. Who 
diſcovered the circulation of the blood? The People. 
bo the art of Printing 2—The People, Who. the 
power of the Magnet ?—The People. Who the uſe 
of Legarithims ? The People. Who the continent 
of America ?—The People. Aſk, in ſbort, bo 
bave been the Authors of all the remarkable diſcoveries. 
which have been made? and the anſwer, with a- very. 
few exceptions, wil ſtill be—the People. Without 
frequent draughts from the People to infuſe freſh vigour 
into the puny bodies of Nobles, and genius and taſte 
into their weak minds, what a pitiful race would they 
quickly become !——what are many of them become already 
— The unblushing companions of Grooms and of 
Sharpers, and the detestable Patrons of Boxers and 
of Strumpets. Who that is not Joſt to all V4" 
bt & wrong, can belp exclaiming, O TEMP A 


O MORES!!! 
5 
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The Catechiſm of Man, 
_ CHAP. I. 
OF MAN. 


1 Q. WHAT is Man? 
A. A reasonable and social animal. 

How do you prove that he is endowed with 
reason ? 

A. From his powers of observing, remember 
ing, comparing, and judging. 

Q. How do you prove that he is social? 

A. From his natural desire of society, his be 
always found in society, and his — 
happiness in it. 

. Is not the wisdom and goodness of the Al- 
mighty Maker, most canspicuous in the nature 
with which Man is endowed ? | 

A. Yes, for while the evil passions of man, 
which manifest themselves in society, render 
government necessary, his reasonable facult. es 
qualify him for obeying its laws. 

'Q. Are all men born equal? 

A. They are all born perfectly 2 in respect 
of their ibis, but often very unequal in respect 
of their talents. 

Q. What is the consequence of their being born 
equal in respect of their _ ? 

A. That the rights of all are equally natural, 
sacred, imprescriptible, and unalienable, ano 


A. 
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that as life, Tiberty, and resistance of aces 
are three of those rig ts, no person has a title 
to K. tt, enslave, or oppress another. 
Does government give man any new rights 
1 No, but it gives greater security, effect, 
and extent to those he formerly possessed. 
. What is the consequence of men being born 
zunequal! in respect of talents? 

A. A vast variety of arts and sciences and new 
improvements in them every day. — An useful 
. diyersity in the condit:on of Man, a=g a n 
_ gradation i in social life. — 
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GO WEIL . Of Government. 


2 WHAT is a nation ? 

5 ly A great number of individuals possessed of 
* certain country and subject to the same govern- 
nent. An 

2. What is orerament? Ur 
A. An institution to regulate the conduct of 
the individuals of which a nation is composed, 
"ane to defend them from foreign attacks. 
hat is the origin of Government ? - 
J. The goodness of the divine being expressed 
e ibe werll of the pecple. “ 


2244 


n 7 CHAP. II. 


"Of tbe Right the People to. cbufe their Magis 
trates and to dej:berate en other nen "of gee 
utral Concern. 1 


Tz 9 HAV the people a right to chuse their 
N Agistrates. 


A. Ves 
&. etc Government an ordinance of Mau, 
& I'otes, u. chap, xiii, yerle, 


_ 


PEI "EET 


—_ 


A. Yes. 
Q. How do you prove that the people have 4 


right to-chuse their Magistrates ? - 
A. Reason teaches it, the welfare of the pe5- 
ple requires it, and the revealed will of God, ex 
-pressly authorizes it. 
Q. In what part of God's revealed will, do 
you find it expressly authorized? 
A. When the Israelites by the direction of God 
were travelling through the wilderness, to take 
possession of the land of Canaan, and to become 
à free and independent nation, he thus addressed 
them by his servant Moses, “ Fudges and Officers 
ce Shalt THou\ MARE thee in all thy gutes which the 
« Lord thy God g veth thee, throughout thy tr bes. 
and again, ben thou art come into the land which 
«« the Lord thy God g veth, and sbalt possess it, and 
« halt ſay, I\wiLi set a king cover me, GC." — In 
the first of these passages the right of chining 
Magis trates is expressly given, and in the last 
the actual possession of it is plainly implied. 
D. Did the Israelites ever exercise this right? 
A. Whenever it was necessary. 
Q. Can you give an instance of it ? 
Al. By the exercise of this right Saul was elec- 

ted. And ALL Tus proPLEFT went to Gilgal, and 
cc there THEY MAD Saul king before the Lord. In 
the sanſe manner David the son of Jesse was rai- 
sed to the throne by the tribe of Judah at Hebron. 
« And the'men of Fudah || came and there TyHzy an- 
*/nointed David king over the bouſe Jeruel.“ And 
the election made by the tribe of Judah was soon 
afterTrecognized and confirmed by all the tribes 
of Israel. 


<0 TOE" 


Deut. xvi. 18 T Deut. xVil. 14. By Thou and 77 in i the -. 
paſſages referred to, is meant the 25 at large, f i Samuel, 
xi, 15. Wu Samuel ii 4. Tii Samuel iv. * 
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. Did not the rulers of Israel derive, theiy 
of overeignty solely from nn 


A. In some instances they were named by him, 
but whether they were so or not, the free choice 
and ratification. of the people was absolutely ne- 
cessary to render their government legitimate. 

O Did the Rulers of Israel never assume the 
sovereignty from what is called in modern times 
bereditary-right ? 

A: Never, at least in the early and most virtu- 
ous parts of their history. Moses their first Ma- 
gistrate was succeeded by Joshua, who was of the 
tribe of Ephraim. Joshua was succeeded byJudg · 
es of different tribes. — At last when the foalish 
Israelites desired a King and Ged g ve them one in bis 
anger? there was not the smalle t attention pad 
to hereditary success ion, nay, in direct opposi- 
tion to it, David was chosen While Ishbosheth the 

son of Saul was alive. Adonijah the son of David 
= older than his brother Solomon, and yet the 
latter was chosen. Rehoboam Solomon's oldest 

zuceeeded his father but not by hereditary 

. but by the free choice of the Nele Aud 
5 went to Sbocbhem for AU LIS RAE, t Com: 
mans as well as Nobles, poor as well as rich, 


 were-come #8 Shecbem to MKE nim king. Which is 


ae. 


a plain acknowledgement that without their atk 


de he had no right to the erown, qul 


Have the people in modern times eyer — 
the right of chusing their Magistrates,? 0 
ney but Iwill only mention two instan-- 
ces git hattie more than two hundred years, 77 
ago the people of Holland, after throwing oft... 


the eg qr of Philip TT. of Spain, pw 


Willian . Prince of Orange to be their Stathold-, "wy | 
h54192914 5155 495 2404 d. 38 
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er. and little more than one d years age 
the people of this Country, our own Fathers — 
Granttathers, when by the abdication of Jam 

II. and tus consequent expulsign, a King wah 
wanted, made choice of William III. Prince 
of Or inge, the Dutch Statholder, and both they 

and we have, at different periods, resisted by 
force the claims of James's son and. grandson, 
successive Pretenders to the office of first 
Magistrate. Juan 

L. Besides the right of chusing their Magis- 
trates, have not the people also a right to delibey a 
rate on other matters of state. ? N 

A. Most undoubtedly. | 1 

DL. Does the history of the people of lerael aK 
ford any instances of the exercise of this right'? ' 

A. Many, when the tribes of Reuben an 800 
and the half tr be of Manassah, set up an altar 
on the side of Jordan and the whole c egation® | , 
of Israel were gathered together at Shiloh, theyT 
(the tepple) sent Phinchas the son Eleazar, an 
with him ten princes to expostulate with them o. 
tl. subjecł: F oshua was still alive, Elders were 
not wanting, but the business was too important 
to be left to the management of either the one 
or the other, or even of both, peace or war de- 
ee on its issue, and as in each of these, = 3 

appiness or misery of every individual was 
much concerned, it was but reasonable the opini- 
on of every individual should be consulted- And 
in the same way the message was sent, it was 
received, not by a Prince or Secretary of State, F 
but by the whole two tribes and a half. The con: 
sequence of such a general consultation was, the 
business Wes happily settled, peace preserved, 


and the ho rors of war avoided. — In the same 


22 "ge o 
a $ Joſhua xxii, 12. *verse 13, 14. 
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manger, in the affair of the Levite an 1 his Con- 
cubine, as the honor of all the children of Israel 
wasLoncerned;. the opinion of all was consulted; 
Then all the children of [sracl* we are told, went out, 
and the congregation was gathered together, as one 
man, from Dan even to Beer-sbeb1, with the land of 
Gilead, and being thus assembled, we are farther 
told, they were called on to + g've their advice and 
une, concerning the measures which ought to 
de pursued.} . e 

©: These instances are sufficient to prove what 
Jou have asserted. — Does the history of other 

Nations afford any instances of the same thing? 

A. Yes, In Greece, in Gaul, and in Britain, 
dong before the very existence of such Parha- 
ments as ours, (and much longer before they had 
become merely nominal, and the servile tools of 
corrupt court) the great body of the people, as- 
-Sembled on an extensive plain, and clad in ar- 
maur, assisted at the great council of the Nation 
r to speak more accurately, constituted its es- 
* $KNCE.. t, p | ” 
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SAY CHAP. IV. 
| — —Of ibe responsibility cf Magistrates. 
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. : 2. ARE Kings subject tolaws? 
. They either are, or ought to be. | 
NAA 24 2. What 


OT ET > — 
1 *Fudges 20. 1. TV, 7. lt cannot ſurely be in the leaſt 

0 Kerggatöxy te the honor of any Magiſtrate or legiſlative body 

--. 28-69plult the opinion of the people at large, And had this 

4 — hs donc, how many long, bloody, and deſtruftive 

i might have bcen pievented? how many checks on ma- 
nufattutes and commerce avoided? how many oppreſſive. 
wes unfelt and unknown ? how many honeſt, induſtrious 

Ne kept from ſtarving? and how many fathers, huſbands, 
«ad lons preſerved alzve to their children, their wives ang 
heir pazents,”. | 


« wa 
_—_  - 
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What are the laws to which Kings Are, of 

a. 4 to be subject. „e 
A. The laws of religion, and the er the 
land.* * 
Do they ever transgress these "_ 7 a be e 

A. Otten. Wong 
To whom are they accountable? / wy 
A. For breaking the laws of religion they are 
more immediately accountable to God, for break 
ing the laws of the land they are both accountable 
to God and to the People. LS ID. LE 
2. Hath God ever inflicted exemplary punish- 
ments on Magistrates for breaking the laws of 

Religion ? 

A. Yes, after Solomon's, seven Hundred es 
had turned away his heart from the God of Tsra- 
el, and he had built an high place for Chemoth, 
the abomination of Moab, on the hill that is Be- 
fore Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomimstion 
of the children of Ammon, we read + Wherefore 
be Lord ſaid unto- Solomon, forasmuch as this #3 done 
of thee and thou baſt not hept my covenant and my Sttltvte 
which I bare commanded thee, I will ſurely rene the 
Kingdom 


* 1 


* 


That the Magiſtrate s of Iſrael might never 2 8 to 
La- , from not knowing what the Law was, Gpd th 
manded them, Ang it hi be when be (the King] fatferh xpon — 5 
Hizone of the Kingdom, that he ſhall write bim a 2 of this Law 
in a Book, and be ſhall read therein all the days of bis Life. He 
was not to have the law tranſcribed by another, but, thę more 
to impreſs its contents on his mind, he was to do it with his 
own hands..-The reading and underſtanding it was not tb be 
Ift-to-Lord Chief Juſtices, Secretaries of State, of Members 
of a Privy Council, but he was to do it lumſelf, nor was he to 

read it occaſionally, and ſtudy it ſuperficially, but be ward read 
t herein all the Day: af bis life, tit, Kings xi. 11 


N C3 {67 
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C10 2 
dom from thee, andw'll' give it to thy Servant, —Arl * 
50 it afterwards happened. —[nstigate1by worldly 7 
policy, Jeroboam made two calve aad set up one 
of tem in Bethel, which he commanded the peo- 
ple to worship, a man of God however was sent 
to cry against it. And it cume to puſs we ge 
Feroboam beard the Jay ng of the Man of God, 
which bad cried ag unſt t he Altar 'n Betbel, that be 
ut forth bis hund from the Altar, ſaving, lay bold on 9 
and bis bend - which. be put forth og bm wah 
dried up ſo that be could not pull it 'R 4g 4m to b —» | 
Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper 
chamber, and as if there had been no God in Is- 
rael, sent to enquire of Baalzebub the God of 
Ekron whether he should recover, and this was 
his sentence, I Therefore thou ſbalt not come down off 
that bed. on which thou art gone up, but ſhall: ſurely 
die; fo bet died according to the word of the Lord. 

O. Have the people ever brought their Magis- 
rates to an account ? 

A. They have not only brought them to an 
account; but have cashiered, and otherwise pu- 
niahed them, like other evil-doers, for their bad 
befariqur. 

Luan you give any instances of it? 

A. In the last century Charles I. of E 
was beheaded, and James II. his Son was bamsh- 

3 ed, and but à few months ago, Louis XVI. of 
3 aſter a solemn trial by near eight — 

ed Ju „ Was unanimous] found ; A 
met — Fate. 4 2 22 

Q. What was the great crime of Charles p * 
A. Taking money from 1 * vithout” 


their consent. | 
© What | 


F.. Kings xiii. 4- rad. Kings 3. 1. 16. — 
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2. What was the great crime of James? © © 
A. Dispensing with the established laws of the 
land, and acting in direct opposition to them. 

. What was the great crime of Louis? _ © 

A. Endeavouriug to overturn the Constitution 

and destroy the Liberty which he had sworn to; 

defend. * 
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Of Deſpotic Governments. 


O. HOW many kinds of Government are 
there ? | 
A. They may all be reduced to two. E 
What are they? 2 

A. The despotic and the Free. 

G. What is that you call a despotic govern- 
ment ? 

A. That which has no rule of action, but the 
capricious will of the Governor, and no object ot 
action, but the gratification of his pleasure. 

O. What are the distinguishing features of Suck: 
a Government. 2 

A. SUSPICION, fear, distrust- and cruelty, ex- 
emplified in pznal statutes against some religious 
opinions and disqualify ing statutes against others, 
great restraints on the freedom of the press, or 
the total want of it, —fortified Bastilles, - nume 
rous standing armies ready to fight in the worst 
cause their Head may direct them, —a base herd 
of luxurious unprincipled courtiers, —and an un- 
supportable load of taxes. 

A. Can you give an instance of this kind of 
Government ? 

— — A. The 


11 I 

A. The Russian.* - 8 

N. Can you mention any of the oppressions un- 
der which the People of Russ a groan ? 

A. They have nothing which they can call 
their own; for their property, services and liber- 
ty, are all at the disposal of their Despot. A 

O. Are these oppressions peculiar only to the 7 

ussian Government? 3 

A. No, They abound in almost all the king- 7 
doms of Europe, part. cularly in Prussia and in 
Germany with all the ignorance, and poverty, 3» 
and degradation, and slavery, and. imprisonment, 
madness fwhich they naturally produce. 

Q. Are such things easily born ? 

. No. — To the natural feelings and indepen- 
dent sentiments of man, not debased by slavery, 
nor perverted by education, they are more ingut- 


ſerable than death. | 
CHAP, j 


* Kate of the North Who, as appears from her late Proclama- 
tion. thinks ſhe can be pious towards God, while ſhe is un- 
juſt and crue} to Men, not contented with tyrannizing over 
her own ſubjetts, mult tytannize over the kings and ſubjects 
of independent Nations. Wines her conduct to the vartu- 
ons king and people of Poland, and her attempts to diſturb 
the peace of Sweegen and, Denmark, by bullying them into 
hoſtilities againſt the French hghiing for Liberty. 
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+The heart of the benevolent Howard was greatly affected 
when turveying the Pritcns in Germany and deſcending, 
11% their damp and dicary cells, he heard the frantic ravings 
e many whom long continement had driven to madneſs. 0 
how long will man the image of his Creator, continue the 
theflave of Friuces end the dupe of Prieſts? How long will 
the unnumbered mitons of the human race forbear to avenge 
with their rebitlets am, their own wrongs and the indigni- 
des alleged ie their nature? I grants hear and tremble, fe- 
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Of reſiſtance to Deſpotic Governments. 


. IS resistance to Despotic Governments 


lawiul r* 
A. It is not only lawful, but meritorious, well 


pleasing to God, and fraughted with blessings 


to men. 
D. How do you prove that it is well pleasing to 


God e 
A. From his declaring? that he was the Author 


of the revolt of the ten Tribes, from the Tyrant 
Re- 
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»Court Sycophan's have, in every age and in every Coun- 
try, ever repreſented reſiſtance againſt tyranny to be reſiſt» 
ance againſt God, but nothing is more falſe. Though the or- 
dinance of Government be of God, the executor may be of 
the Devil and often is. Reſiſtance in this caſe is not againſt 
the Governor, but the'Oppreſſor, and his great power, ſo far 
from being a good argument, fo: a tame lubjection is the 
ſtrongeſt that can be given for a united and vigorous reſiſtance, 
Magiſtrates receive power from the People to be exerted for 
the Peoples good, if they abuſe it, they are as unjuſtifable as 
the Man, who. after receiving the King's commiſſion, turns 
Pirate, and ought to be epually puniſhed, 

Witchcraft, Prieſtcraſt, and Kingcraft, have hitherto 
been crafty enough to dupe the World, The two first have 
loſt their Power, the laſt it is expected cannot, in an enlight- 
ened age, retain it long, 
tte revolt of the ten tribes from Rehoboam is worthy the 
attention of every crowned head and of every oppreſſed peo - 

le of every country, in every age. On the death of So: mon 
all the congregation of Iſrael (1t, 2 12 chap. g and 4 verſe) 


* 


came and ſpoke unto Rehoboam ſaying, thy fa her made our 
yoke grevious, now therefore make thou the grevious ſervice of 
thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, 
and we will ſerbe thee, This one would imagine was a wy 
reaſonable and humble petition and would be readily granted. 
They did not petition that all taxes might be taken off, — 

| ouly 
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Rehoboam and from the success with which he hath 
blessed similar revolts in different ages, particu- 
larly that of the Dutch in the sixteenth century, 
TT ON from 


only that they ſhould be made a little lighter, for though the 
Money was plenty, the People were really poor : inſtead of 
circulating to Shechem and the extremities of Paleftine, it 
all centered about Court and in Jeruſalem. The People 
tHerefore canie to the young King to petition a redreſs of 
grievances, and had he taken the advice of the old Men, 
who had been his father's Counſellors, all had been well. 
They pale unto him (vii v.) ſaying, if thou will be a ſervant 
unto. this People. this day, and will jerve them, and + anſwer 
them, and ſpeat good words to them, then they will be th 

ferovants for ever. For ſach an advice every one of thele 
Countettors-deferved a penſion, but ſuch honc!t men are 
ſeldom kings favourites. Scorning an advice the fruit of 
much wisdom and much experience, the fooliſh king appli- 
ed himſelſ to the young men who had grown up with him, 
and they gave him one perfectly ſuited to his deſpotic incli- 
- nation. © Aud they ſpoke unto him (x. xi, verſes) thus ſhalt thou 
ſpeak "unto" this perple that ſpeak, unto thee, ſaying thy father 
made our yoke hetroy but make thou it lighter unto us. Thus 
falt then "fry unto them. My little finger” all be thicker 
than my fathers toins, and now whereas my Father did lade 
you with” u kravy yore, I will add to your yoke, My father 
fall ehaftifed you with whips, but I will chaſtife you with ſcyr- 
pionc. This ſpeech, like many other Kings ipceches ſince tl. at 
period. made the. People change their humble petition into 
u bold remonſtrance and prattical allertion of their rights, 
hien he did not ſoon forget. The people anſwered the King 
(xvi, verſe) faxing, what portion have we in David, neither 
hade e Tuernan'e in the fon of Jeſſe, To your tents O J.. 
rael. Mou fee to thine houje David. So Hrael rebelled (xix. 
verſe) againſt the houfe of David. This was a grievous be- 
ginuſug to the young King and his new Miniſtry ; to loſe ten 
tribes out of twelve was not caly to be endured ; accordingly 


an army of an hundred and four/core thouſand Men (xxi, verle\ 
:5 aſſembled to fight” agarr ft the Houſe of Ifradl, and to bring 
the Kingdom ayain tv K heoboam, but lo! a meſſage from on 
High ſtops their progreſs and defeats their purpole. Thus 
Faith the Lord (xxiv. verſe) ye Hall not go up nor fight againſt 
your brethren the chilcten ef Tyracl, return every Man to ts 
* $. £ 1 - . . Houf: 
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{rom the cruel Philip II. of Spain, and that of the 
Americans in the present, from our most gracious 
King. | 

0 What inferrence do you draw from this ? 

A. What Judge Blackstone the most constitu- 
tional lawyers asserts, and what common sense 
dictates, that protection and allegiance are reci- 
procal, and that where the one is not given, the 
other is not due. | 


Q. But does not the Apostle Paul enjoin in the 
strongest manner subjection to the higher powers 


A. He does so, hut it is evident he means the 
powers 


— —— — — — — 
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Houſe, ron IIS THING 1s FROM ME, Were we to judge 
of the matter by the maxims of Kings and Courtiers, we 
ſhould call the ten tribes rebels, and ſo our tranſlators who 
lived in the times of the arbitrary Stewarts, have actually 
Ealled them, but the Almighty thought otherwiſe, for he 
{avs it wes from him, and to ſuppoſe that he would be the 
inſtigator of rebellion would be N 
2. How lamentable it is to ſee the pulpit proſtituted to the 
baſe purpoſes of kings and deſpotiſm, yet it is daily ſo, To 
promote their ends ihe very meaning of the ſcriptures is per- 
verted. Becauſe the Apoſtle has ſaid (Romans xiii. chap i. v) 
Let every foul be ſubjett to the higher powers, the courtly 
Prieſt aſpiring to be a Brſh op, or if a Biſhop, to be an Arch» 
biſhop has under the moſt deſpotic Government ſtill preaches 
ed paſſive- obedience and non- ieſiſtance, but the People ought 
to Know that the Apoſtle teaches no ſuch abſurd and cruel 
doUrines. The word i tranſlated higher powers, which 
he uses, does not denote every Government, but ſuch as have 
po a legitimate birth, and are adminiſtered for the peoples 
] ap ineſs, for xela, as the compiler of a Greek Di&iorary 
Jul 4 eft jus ſive facultas moralts, When the Apoſtle 
would expreſs mere forcę he ules J&4pug, as in Romans viii. 
chap. XXXVi11, verſe. and which the ſame dictionary compi- 
Jer ſays, means vis aftiva ſive facultas naturalis, but while 
here are kings and rich benefices at their diſpoſal, the Cler- 
y. regardleſs of the Apoſtles meaning, will always preach- 
Be ſul ject to the higher powers, whether they be good or bad. 
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wers which the original word denotes, —boſe 
that poſſeſs excellency, are what he himself describes, 
terror to the good works but to the evil, and 


ministers io the people for good. 
el , CHAP. VII. 
Of free Governments, 


WHAT is the other kind of Government 


you mentioned ? 
A. The Free. 
Q. What is the chief end of a free elit ? 
A. The security of life, liberty and property, 
and of every thing else dear to man. 
L. What are the distinguishing features of a 
free Government? 
A. Mildness, love and confidence. 
2. Can you give an instance of a free Govern- 
ment 7 
; A. That of the united States of North America. = 
2. Can you mention any of the privileges of an 
American citizen* . 
A. Ves, Every man is allowed to worship the 
God of his Fathers according to the dictates of 
Ius conscience, and is not bound to support any 
minister but his own, for there the unscriptural 


ang nba law of Patronage is unknow e 
he 


* Y 
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ITKomans Klit, 9, 4. nos the ont of the united 
States of North America fince they got rid oft the King and 
Forliament of Great Britain who wiſhed t... 
the Word ?fubjedt is unkoamen, There every man is à Ci- 
7. Sen protetfed by wiſe, good and equal laws. Subject 
Affeis in meaning very little from dave, and may be a 
very- fit © appellarion for men who, on matters of Govern» 
ment, date net think their! own thoughts, nor ſpeak their 
own Words, but mult think and ſprak ina ing: Or A he 
6. 4 Mere Sab, chuſes to direct them, 
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The laws are made by the people whose conduct 
they are to regulate, and the taxes are laid on by 
those, by whom they are to be paid, —And any 
individual, if he has talents and merit, may rise, 
whatever be hi civil profession, or religious per- 
swasion, to the highest offices and honours of the 


state. 4 
Q. Are these privileges peculiar only to the 
citizens of the united states ? A 
A. I believe they are.“ 
2. What think you of a free Government? - 
A. I think, that next to the gospel of peace, it 
is the greatest blessing on earth, far more valua- 
ble than golden treasures, and far more chearing 
than the solar rays. Sts 


CHAP. VIII. 


Of obedience to free ' Governments and reſpe& for 
Mg ſtrates. 13 


2. IS obedience to free Governments a duty ? 
A. A most binding one. bo 
A. Be- 


9. Why binding ? 
Much have kings and emperors been magnified by flatte- 
rers and adored by ſlaves, but who of them is worthy to be 
compared with citizen Waſhington, preſident of the united 
States? who of them, of any age or country, ever exhibited ' 
ſuch an aflemblage of great talents and high virtues?, who 
of them ever united in their on character ſo much af the 
elegance of a Scholar, of the courage of a Soldier, of the a- 
bilities of a Commander, of the wiſdom of a Statesman. or 
the goodneſs of a Man? Bleſſed be the American Revolution 
and Republic which called them into action and bleſſed be 
the exertions of every opprefied people who, like the Amerie 
cans, have the ſenſe to tee their rights and the ſpirit to aſſert 
them lt may allo be obſerved, that it is only in a Republic, 
that Talents and virtues can have the freest ſcope, and be 
crowned with the higheſt honor. A k ing dreads ability in a 
ſubject as much as a malefactor . does the day of execution, un- 
leſs it is exerted in the defence of Prerogative and the ſubju- 
gation of the People. | 
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AH. Because God [commands it, the laws which 
the people have made require it, and the greatest 
quantity of individual and general happiness can- 
not be produced without it. | 

Are the Magistrates of a free Government 
entitled to any respect? 

a ant >. 

Q. Why ?. 

A. Because it assists them in performing the 
duties of their office and comforts them in the 
faithful discharge of it, besides, in respecting them 
the people respect themselves, for such Magis- 
trates are not only the executors of the law which 
the people have made, the organs by which it 
Speaks and acts, punishes and rewards, but are 
the Magistrates of the Peoples choice. | 

Q. Are other Magistrates entitled to any res- 
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Niere is a creature, one Caw, preſent provoſt of the beautiful 
Town of Perth, who commanded one of the Miniſters there 
not to addreſs the following prayer to the Almighty. Give 
focceſs to our Kings arms according to the Juſtice of his 
cauſe. Scatter all thofe who delight in cruel war, and who 
combine againſt the beſt intereſts of the human race, ard in 
pity to the ignorant, the injured, and the enſlaved part of 
thy rational offspring, grant we beſcech thee, that the cauſe 
of truth, of juſtice and of freedom may every where prove 
triumphant We rejoice in every account we hear of their 

rogreſs, and confiding in thy goodneſs and in the fulfilment 
of thy Prophecies, we look forward with fond expectation, 
to the happy period of their full and final eſtabliſhment, Then 
the people fhall beat their Swords into Plow:fhares, and their 
fpears into pruning hooks, Nation fhall not lift up ſword a- 
gainſt Nation, neither they learn War any more.” — If 
the candid reader has the humanity of 2 man, or the charity of 
a chriſtian, he will rot find in this prayer, which breathes uni- 
verſal Philanthropy, any thing which a good man ought not 
to utter, andto which the gracious parent of all will not lend 
a propitious ear, and he will reſpect the Proveſt of Perth (ho 
exerted his impotent strength to ruin the young man who uſed 
it) according to his deierts. 

It is foreign to the object of this undertaking, but the m_ 
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A. Not all the impudent speeches which tyran- 
; nical kings and their ministers, since the creation, 
have made, nor the unsanctified proclamations 
X which they have published, —Not all the ridiculous 
charges which corrupt Judges have given, nor the 
many unjust and cruel sentences which they have 
passed,— Not all the courtly sermons which ser - 
vile Priests have preached, nor all the elaborate 
treatises which their prostituted pens have written. 
— Not all the learned opinions which cunning law- 
yers have given from their study, nor all the de · 
clamatory speeches which they have delivered in 
the Court Nor all the fulsome addresses present - 
ed by unprincipled Courtiers. Nor all the loyal 
resolutions subscribed by dependent pensioners, 
placemen or expectants, nor in short, any thing . 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the Earth 
beneatb, or that is in the Water under the Earth, has 
yet been able to convince me that they are. 


e 32 CHAP. IX. 
" Of Conſtitutions or Forms of Government. 


Q. HAVE all Governments the same form? 
A. By no means. 

2 Ho 
A. 


w may they be divided? 
a Into the Monarchical, the Aristocratic, the 
. and the mixed. 
What do you call the Monarchical form? - 
5 That which vests the power of making and 
executing the dann in one — called, Sultan, 
Emperor or King. 2 Can I” 
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of the above note cannot forego the opportunity edel linw. 
by it, of making a public acknowledgement of his obligations to 
many of the private but betevolent citizens of Perth. In mei- 
tioning one of his Friends, tie genrrou? youth, Mr. Join Alliſon,” 
he knows he will not be thought t the leſs impreſſed with the 
kindneſs of any of the reſt, May every breeze around them 


breatze heath," every ſound de the echo of the Fort Joe 
C 
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Q. Can you give an instance of this form of 
Government ? 

A. The Prussian. | 

2 What do you call the Aristocratic form 


*Fhat which vests the power of making and 


executing the laws in a few, called Grandees, 
Peers, Nobles, Barons, Lords spiritual or tem- 


Q. Can you give an instance of it? 
A. The Venetian. 
2. What do you call the popular form? 

A. That which vests the power of making and 
executing the laws in the People at large: Aetin- 
guished by a base Apostate from patriotism and 
pensioned advocate for Kings and Tyranny by the 
contemptuous appellation of the Swinisb multitude, 

Q. Can you give an instance of this form? 

A. The rising republic of France. 

Q. What do you call the mixed form. 

A. That which vests the power of making the 


Laws in the King, Lords and Commons, and the 


pawer of executing them in the King. 
Can you give an instance of this ? 
A. The British constitution. 
Which of these forms is best? 
K. That which promotes the peoples prosperity 


and happiness in the higheſt degree and at the legt 
— t the le 


es this form exist ? 


A. A late popular writer hath asserted among 


the citizens of the united states of North America, 
who lately threw off the British Yoke and erected 
themselves into a free and independent Nation. 


Q: Have they flourished greatly Since that pe- 


rind? 9013 "1 | 
A. Beyond the most sanguine expectation of 


their\preatest friends, one proof of which is, their 


kaving nearly doubled their population. 
| K CHAP 
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SCH AP. X. 
Why Governments differ in their form. 


Q. WHAT makes one government. to differ 
from ancther in its constitution or form ? . 

A. The sovereign will of the People. 

What do you mean by the sovereign will of 
the people f 

A. The will of the m_— of a nation, 

(. as every individual of a nation a right to 
express his opinion of the existing constitution and 
Goverument, and his will in case of a change wk ' 
either ? 

A. Most assuredly, unless incapacitated by 480 
insanity or crimes. 

From whom derived he this right ? 

A. From the great Author of his being. 

Q. For what end ? 

A. To promote the creator's glory, the welfare 
of society, and his own happiness. 

Q. Can it ever be prescribed by time, or juatly 
cancelled by tyrants ? 

A. No, It is coeval with human nature, and 
eught to be lasting as civil Government. 

N. Can a nation at any time change the form 
of its Government ? 

A. Whenever the sovereign will of the People 
inclines it. 

Q. Have nations ever exercized this right? / 

A. In innumerable instances. 

2 5 the people of Israel ever do it? LY yy 

es. 7 
But were they not condemned for it by God? 

A. He did not condemn them for the exercizg 
of the right itself, but for the improper use of it, 
— The chusing 4 Kingly inſtead of a Aren 
Copernment. 1 794 
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PS. 


It the Public approve of the Principles in the 
preceeding publication, and the manner of 
teaching them, the Author purpoges to pub- 
ish a second part, explanatory of the princi- 
ples of the British Constitution and of the duties 
of a British Subjeft.—Gladly would he contri- 
bute his Mite, according to the abilities with 
which his Maker hath endowed him, to abolish 
Slavery of every kind, to regenerate the Con- 
stitution of every Government not founded on 
the Rights of Man, and to befter the condition 


and improye the virtues of his fellow Creatures, 
| — 


. 4 . by 
Dy WA ve. + Metis Ft A 
> N n ba , . 
r 
5 . 4 wv, 


1M FP R ON PT U 
T 680 — 


wW 


0 AS 7 7 


3 


1 — — 
3 TY ** * 
| 


Bd - =_— * 8 » © 

$05. 484 N 1 & - -- 9 * 

ded a es 3 
n 


Wu I L ST railing Foes, who know thee noty 
Employ their Tongues in vain; 
Who no one. Virtue having got, 
Love others to defame. 


2 
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Whilst Princes, Judges, Biſhops, Peers, 
Thy Head and Heart condemn; 
Thou art, my Friend, it plain appears, 

4 God compar'd to them, | 
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